VILLAGE OF YELLOW SPRINGS
PLANNING COMMISSION
REGULAR MEETING

Council Chambers Tuesday, April 14, 2026 @ 6PM.

The Village of Yellow Springs Planning Commission will meet in regular session on Tuesday, April 14, 2026 @ 6PM.
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1310 President Street
Yellow Springs, OH 45387
March 12, 2026

Planning Commission
100 Dayton Street
Yellow Springs, OH 45387

Planning Commission,

We are writing this letter to express our support for the request by Nicole and Bryan Gay

for zoning/conditional use approval for in-home childcare at 1333 President Street. As

a licensed in-home childcare provider, they will offer nature-based education fo a small group of
6 to12 children, following the Ohio Department of Youth and Children’s safety, supervision, and
operational standards. Nicole and Bryan have been providing these services on the Antioch
College campus since 2020, but the instability of that institution has forced them to seek an
alternative venue to offer their innovative, outdoors-oriented program.

We live across the street from 1333 President Street and have no issue with having a dozen
children playing and learning at the Asakawa’s old residence, which is perfectly designed to
offer their nature-based programming, with a greenhouse, ample classroom space, and large
front and back lawns. The circular driveway can accommodate at least eight vehicles. Nicole
and Bryan are requesting zoning approval for a small-scale childcare program that can be easily
accomplished at 1333 President Street with negligible disruption to the neighbors on President
Street. In fact, we welcome the sound of children faughing and piaying in our neighborhood.

Nicole and Bryan have been great neighbors for the past 5+ years. They are considerate and
thoughtful. They will be providing a great service to the community, as Yellow Springs needs
more options for caregivers for children. The value of our properties will only increase as more
young families are drawn to Yellow Springs because of excellent, innovative childcare options
that Nicole and Bryan Gay will provide.

We can be reached at jwilson@wittenberg.edu and dwishart@wittenberg.edu if you have
questions about this letter of support. Thank you!

Sincerely,

\ . f\,\,\ﬂ“ﬂ\i
Sgs‘iephine ;qﬂ_g\ﬁison, ggs PhD

A M «Lé»w

David M. Wishart, PhD




From: Taylor Waldorf

To: Judy Kintner, Clerk of Council
Subject: Open Air Village
Date: Monday, April 6, 2026 10:49:13 PM

[You don't often get email from taywaldorf@gmail.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/L earnAboutSenderldentificatjon

Hello,

My name is Taylor Sharp and my husband and | are writing this email in support of Bryan and Nicole Gay operating
their preschool, Open Air Village, on President St. My daughter began attending last fall and has flourished under
their care. We came to Open Air seeking a supportive environment for our daughter, who was feeling lost in the
crowd at a previous preschool and who also seemed to not enjoy the outdoors. And was afraid of bugs. We took a
chance, and we have seen such a positive change in her little life. Even through a move mid-year, the Gays made
sure the children still had a routine and most importantly, warmth. We have a younger daughter who we are also
hoping to send to Open Air Village in the coming year. We believe that Bryan and Nicole will continue to provide a
warm and supportive environment for preschoolers at their new home and we are confident that they will make sure
the preschool is not disruptive to any neighbors. | know that my daughter sees preschool as a second home- as I'm
sure many of the students do- and | believe that approving the home for preschool is a positive addition for YS.
Thank you for taking the time to read our email.

Taylor and Alex Sharp

Sent from my iPhone



Judy Kintner, Clerk of Council

From: M <mychaelnroberts@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, April 6, 2026 10:24 PM
To: Judy Kintner, Clerk of Council
Subject: Support for Open Air Village

You don't often get email froomychaelnroberts@gmail.corhearn why this is important

My letter of support for Open Air Village:

As a first time mom, sending your by off to school for the first time can be so nerve-wracking. | knew
my daughter was ready, but | wasn't sure if | was. \W&¢h my daughter and | met Nicole for the first time, it
felt like such a sigh of relief. She was warm, wetening, and really expressd her love for the amazing
program her and her husband created.

This is our second year at OAV and my daughter hiased every moment. It's not just a preschool, it's so
much more than that. It's a little village, and tley are helping grow and nurture the youth of our
community. They are structured, organized, and intembnal with everything they do, and you can tell how
much time and effort they put intoit for OUR kids and OUR community.

This isn't just a "daycare." Nicole has a degree in Early Childhood Education, has been working in
nature-based education since 2016, Bryan designed their entire outdoor classroom himself and they
were just awarded Five Rivers MetroParks 2026 Teagkef the Year. They are also parents themselves,
so they truly get it — and it shows in everything they do.

| feel so lucky that my daughter g to experience the care and lovehey bring every day. Because of
Nicole and Bryan, she is excited to be around hdriends and teachers. She wants to learn, play, and
grow, and because of OAV, she is so ready for kindergarten next year.

Please consider approving this reloation. They have put so much intdAV and into this community. We
are so lucky to have them.

Thank you,

Mychael Roberts



Ma «e Fitch

4449 E. Enon Rd

Yellow Springs, OH 45387
937-232-4279
ma«e.btch@gmail.com

April 6, 2026

Dear Members of the Planning Commission,

| am wri¥hg this le@r in support of the zoning request sub@id by Brian and Nicole Gay for their
nature-based educi®n program, Open Air Village. My fartilgs been part of the Open Air Village
community for the past two years, since my daughter beg@ naling at age three. We consider
ourselves to be incredibly fortunate that our daughter has had this opportunity and look forward to our
son’s Yne there when he is old enough ta@nd. Brian and Nicole deserve all the support the Yellow
Springs community can provide to them because the edtnahat they oer is exceponal. They are

an asset to families living in our village. We are soefuato be part of Open Air Village and we want to
ensure that it will be an offon for our family and other families for many years to come.

Brian, Nicole, and the other teachers are all unfailingly nurturing, engaged, and thadudjlcannot

imagine a be@r educaonal experience for my pre-schoolers. Open Air Village egnfocused on

their growth and development as kids and as individuals. The kids are provided with enriching
opportuni ¥s to play inside and outside each day, allowing them to explore the natural world and their
own interests. My daughter feels a close coniat to her teachers and the other children, who are now
her best friends. | trust Brian and Nicole to always make decisions with the best welfare of my child at
heart. They truly know her and care for her.

I would like to reassure any neighbors at the new Open Air Villagédacance they have relocated

from the AnYoch College campus to their residence, that Brian and Nicole also feel a deep sense of
responsibility for the community around them. They named their edhcaprogram Open Air Village

inten Yonally, because they contribute to the community. They ateroout in the community, with
excursions to the Glen, the library, and the Yaoh farm. People from the community come to Open Air
Village to provide enrichment opportuiés, such as local beekeepers and musicians. Given my
experience as a parent and someone who lives in Yellow Springs, | would be delighted to have Open Air
Village as a neighbor. Far from being a detriment to the neighborhood, they wilPband enhance

their surrounding community through their presence. Brian and Nicole are incredibly coNsegehey
communicate daily with parents to make sure that we are all being good stewards of the ‘ediat;a

parking, and natural faci#es used by the children and families. Pick-up and drerave been well
coordinated to ensure there are no disrifms to neighborhood tr&c. Nicole and Brian provide a

balance of structured aWi ¥es and independent play opportulés that are facilitated through carefully
chosen toys and materials. This means that Open Air Village is never a free-for-all. Instead, the children
are focused and earnest. It is within a very in¥nal structure provided by Nicole and Brian that the
children have the ability to play independently. They will not cause any dénspduring the day. At



AnYoch, they have been directly around the corner from college classrooms while classes were in
session without causing a disturbance. Quite the opposite; other members of tRecAommunity
have been glad to see the kids playing there.

| strongly urge you to support Brian and Nicole and the whole Open Air Village community. Please
approve their zoning request so that children and families in Yellow Springs cifluecto have access

to this incredible educ®nal opportunity. Please do not hesitate to contact me with any dbas or for

any further informa¥on.

Best wishes,
Ma «e Fitch

Open Air Village parent



To Whom It May Concern:

We are writing in support of Open Air Village (OAV). Our daughter attended OAV full-time
from pre-school through pre-k and currenty attends their after-school program as a
kindergartner two days a week. We cannot ovemphasize how invaluable they have been
to us as a family and, most importantly, to our daughter’s growth.

We moved to Yellow Springs in 2020. | (Stevgew up here, and my wife and | wanted to
move here when it was time to raise kids, sthey could experienceall the positives of
growing up in the village. A big part of that decision was obviously based on the impact the
schools here had on me and my upbringind.attended YSCCC, The Antioch School, Mills
Lawn, and YSHS, so | have a deep amguoration for all opportunities here.

When we were exploring options for schooling and/or care for our daughter, we had speci
needs. We both work full-time, and Sarah is a nurse at The James Cancer Hospital in
Columbus, OH, so her schedule isa bit atypical in terms ofdays and hours. 2022 was also
a unique time to start pre-school, comingon the heels of the pandemic and the diiculties
with childcare during that time. At our daugyter’s age, she had a few options: YSCCC, The
Antioch School, and a somewhat newer option we heard about called Open Air Village.

YSCCC had a waitlist, and The Antioch Schodld not quite meet our summer care needs
for two parents who work full-time. So, we were pleased there was another option in town.
When we started researching OAV, we quickly realized that a nephew attended the after-
school program there, and our family had nothing but good things to say about it. That was
enough for us to pursue it as an option. Upon visiting, we pegged it as a gre&for our
daughter and for us.

Our daughter, typically a shy and pensive pson, immediately took to the self-driven,
hands-on learning and outdoor education elements of OAV, as well as to the teachers and
her fellow students. Her social and academiagyrowth was noticeable almost immediately,
and, as parents, we felt comfortable and cofrdent just as quickly. I could go on but simply
put: Those trends continued throughout her journey and growth at OAV. She entered
Kindergarten at Mills Lawn this year fully gpared socially and acagmically. OAV played a



signibcant role in that, and we will be forever gratful for their hand in her journey from such
a young age.

We believe it’s incredibly important to have OAV in town as an option for kids and parents
seeking experiential, hands-on, nature-driven learing. It invites a diverse group of children
to learn and play in a space that embodies @rything Yellow Springs has always claimed to
be, as far as | can remember. It's also impoaint to consider how meaningful their summer
program and after-school care are to families who need such care. We should be
embracing such institutions and doing everything we can to keep them around, especially
at a time when it feels like e orts are being made to quell alternative elements of learning
and education. We hope thidetter helps drive the supportthey need and deserve moving
forward.

Sincerely,

Steve Sikes-Gilbert and Sarah Gemzer



Judy Kintner, Clerk of Council

From: Carly Perkins <carlyperkins@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, April 7, 2026 10:16 AM

To: Judy Kintner, Clerk of Council

Subject: Open Air Village

[You don't often get email from carlyperkiad@mym Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderldentification ]

From:

Carly Perkins

4533 Burchdale St.
Kettering, OH 45440

Judy Kintner, Clerk of Council
Yellow Springs, Ohio

Dear Ms. Kintner,
| am writing to express my support fmwtiees of Open Air Village to be petnatoperate their childcare facility at
their home.

Having trusted Nicole and Bryan Gaéyengtire of my child, and knowing tieen sias a child myself, | can attest to
their level of dedication to their students and their commuaity fdtenate to have my daughter attend preschool
Open Air Village at their previous location for two yemyfiebtime at OAV, she thrived developmentally, socially.
and emotionally. Nicole and Bryan provide a level of caeamatemturing that isysadising from many childcare
facilities. We chose OAYV for our daughter’s early edteagethiey truly care about their mission and put their he:
into helping develop strong, happy and healthy children.

Nicole and Bryan have worked hard to establish teempédlaesf the Yellow Spdaghmunity, and | believe they
should be granted permission to operate this wondechresdiealfacility from their home and remain an importe
source of learning and growth for years to come.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,
Carly Perkins



Judy Kintner, Clerk of Council

From: Donna Pitstick Haller <dphallerl@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, April 7, 2026 10:25 AM

To: Judy Kintner, Clerk of Council

Subject: Open Air Village

You don't often get email from dphallerl@gmail.cdrearn why this is important

As a grandmother of two former students of Open AVfillage and a substitute teacher at the preschool, |
would like to request that permission be granted foBryan and Nicole Gay to operate their nature-based
school program out of their home in Yellow Springs.

Bryan and Nicole are fastidious about the rules and protocols of running a daycare and preschool and
keeping children safe. The school is small, so therwon't be lots of cars and parents visiting the
premises throughout the day. Yes, kids can be mgy, but they are happy sounds, and any neighbors
would be lucky to have this school close by. Finallythe Yellow Springs community always benefits from
our excellent schools and teachers, and Open Air Village is no exception.

Please consider passing the conditional use request for this property and this preschool.

Thank you,

Donna Haller



Judy Kintner, Clerk of Council

From: Emily Gray <emily.gray25@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, April 7, 2026 1:44 PM

To: Judy Kintner, Clerk of Council

Subject: 1333 President Street Zoning Request

You don't often get email from emily.gray25@gmail.cwearn why this is important

To Whom it May Concern:

We are Aaron and Emily Gray, we live at 1420 Pagosa Way, in Yellow Springs. We are writing in support of
Nicole and Bryan Gay of Open Air Village and their “conditional use” request for 1333 President Street.

Open Air Village provides a crucial service to the families of Yellow Springs and the surrounding area. Both of
our children have attended Open Air Village and have received outstanding care, above and beyond a
standard “Daycare.” A unique approach to early care, like the curriculum provided by Open Air Village, is
something that draws young families to choose Yellow Springs as their home. It also benefits our local schools,
as the children in their care are learning cognitive and social-emotional skills that lay the foundation for
academic success.

Our family lives on the South side of Yellow Springs. We use President Street almost daily to get to and from
town. We drive, bike, and walk right by 1333 President Street. We do not feel that the small increase in
weekday traffic will be a concern.

Please consider approving the zoning request for 1333 President Street. We are available at
emily.gray25@gmail.com or 419-852-2378 if you have further questions.

Sincerely,

Aaron and Emily Gray



Judy Kintner, Clerk of Council

From: Meagan Verbillion <meagan.verbillion@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, April 8, 2026 11:28 AM

To: Judy Kintner, Clerk of Council

Subject: Re: Open Air Village

You don't often get email from meagan.verbillion@gmail.chearn why this is important

Hello,

| have been made aware of specific concernsdm members of the community regarding parking and
pick up/drop off procedures and just wanted to add tany original submission that pick up and drop off is
highly coordinated and safety is paramount. Parents/kis safely and swiftly get in/out of the school with
minimal delays. With the current location in MacGregoHall we have to park on tk side street and it is
never congested, there is always a spot available and exone drives slowly to ensure safety for all in the
neighboring buildings and community. | can understandvhy these outwardly may seem like they would
be a concern to those unfamiliar with OAVs proced@s. That said, with the driveway access at the
President street address and the protocols already in place by the school to stagger drop offs and keep
them efficient this largely seems like a non isse and would not impede the community at large.

Thank you and respectfully,

Meagan Verbillion

On Tue, Apr 7, 2026, 11:13 Judintner, Clerk of Council dudy.Kintner@yellowsprings.go¥ wrote:

Hello,

This will be in PC’s packet for the hearing ori"April 14

Thank you,

Judy Kintner
Council Clerk, Village of Yellow Springs

100 Dayton Street, Yellow Springs, OH 45387

937-767-9126 yellowsprings.gov




From:Meagan Verbillion meagan.verbillion@gmail.com

Sent: Tuesday, April 7, 2026 11:09 AM

To: Judy Kintner, Clerk of Counciudy.Kintner@yellowsprings.gev
Subject:Open Air Village

You don't often get email froomeagan.verbillion@gmail.carhearn why this is important

Hello,

| am writing in support of Open Air Village preschool being granted permission to conditional zoning
approval at the President Street address. | grew up in the village and have been embedded in the
Yellow Springs community since childhood. The supportive community presence, inclusivity,
diversity and safety have been long standing foundations that make the village the perfect place to
raise a family. My son has attended Open Air Village since 2023 and the school has helped him
grow in so many ways - socially, emotionally and educationally. We intend to start our daughter in
the school in the Fall of 2026. Bryan and Nicole Gay have managed to create a safe, all inclusive,
fun, supportive nature based learning environment that is unique and embodies everything that the
village strives to give to the community at large. It is the perfect learning environment and | have
been so grateful to have such a wonderful school so close to me as options are limited in the mad
river township/nearby communities for nature based/open-ended learning. | want to express my full
support in letting the school move to the Gay's home on President Street. Although the Antioch
location has been nice, it is clear that this school is here to stay and I think it would be best for the
Gay's, the school, and its students if they were able to put real roots down in a place they can stay
for the long term in a location that feels like home and in this case is home for the Gay's. This will
allow the school to add opportunities that they may not otherwise have by modifying the home and
outdoor space to best serve student education and support the nature-based learning curriculum.
The school has been operating for 6 years and despite many adversities, including COVID and the
need to uproot and move multiple times, families have stayed at the school and helped move, pack,
unpack, and adjust to all of the changes that have occurred because of how important this school
and its educational objectives are. There is nothing more precious in this life than children and
finding quality, safe, education for them is paramount. The Gay's have managed to break the mold
with Open Air Village and | would love to see them be able to continue to grow and bring their vision
to life in their new space.

Very Respectfully,



Meagan Verbillion, DO, FAAEM, FACEP

meagan.verbillion@gmail.com
937-689-2172




Judy Kintner, Clerk of Council

From: Julia Lee <juliamleel@gmail.com>

Sent: Wednesday, April 8, 2026 7:38 AM

To: Judy Kintner, Clerk of Council

Subject: Re: Open Air conditional zoning approval

One additional point to my email below. Programs likéhe ones at Open Air do not have a mad rush at
drop-off off and pick up like the elementary, middle ad high school. Open Air's is usually a slow roll of
people, with flexibility baked into the program. | neveonce experienced a rush at Open Air. Usually it
was only one (two max) other parent droppingff or picking up atthe same time as me.

Julia M. Lee
cell: 937.367.7000

On Tue, Apr 7, 2026, 8:1BM Julia Lee gliamleel@gmail.com> wrote:
Planning Commission,

| live at 1415 Birch St. in Yellow Springs. My famitiavels on President Street several times a day, right
past the house Open Air is requesting to operate out of.

All 3 of our children have attendedOpen Air in a variety of their pgrams - preschool, summer care, and
after school care.

When | first heard their proposal, my first thoughtvas. "How will drop off and pick up work in our
residential area?" My second thought was, "I have ndoubt Nicole and Brian have thought it through. |
trust them to make good decsions.” Then | saw the house and | knew it was perfect.

I'm sure many in YS feel wditever area of YS they live in is spedid feel this way about the south side. It
glitters. To be able to share thispecial part of YS with young children as they develop is a wonderful
thing to be able to offer.

| support Nicole and Brian's request as both a neldgor, Open Air alumni and community member. They
are excellent at turning dreams into reality in wayshat respect stakeholders, parents, community and
the children they serve. They aréhoughtful, compassionate, smart, committed, diligent....I could go on
and on. Bottom line, | know they got tis. And they will do it with care ad respect. They love YS and they
operate with an ethos to do no harm.

Please let more children experience the south side!

Julia M. Lee

cell: 937.367.7000



Dear Commissioners,

| am writing in support of Bryan and Nicole Gay and their request for
a conditional use for their home as Open Air Village. | am a parent of
a child who has been at Open Air for 2+ years now. Our family has
Prsthand experience with the program in great detail. | have
personally seen the impact the OAV program has had on our son’s
development over the past two years and it is because of this, |
believe that OAV should be able to operate from their home.

I’m not entirely sure how one gauges the impact of a preschool
program, but | have seen our son develop and excel exponentially.
Incrementally over his time at OAV, I've noticed him become more
conbdent socially. He has been more verbal and communicative as
he’s progressed through the program. I've watched him become
more independent and insist on doing more things on his own at
such an early age. It’s very evident that he is more comfortable
outside and that aspect of an outdoor nature-based preschool has
even helped him regulate his emotions better and more &ciently.
He comes home talking about what he explored, built, discovered,
and observed in nature in a way we had not seen before. | cannot
say enough about the good things this program does for young
children.

| cannot emphasize enough how valuable and unique of an asset
OAV is to the Yellow Springs Community. The amount of detail that
these folks have put into the curriculum is a testament to how
deeply they care about the chillren in the community and their
growth as little human beings. Their attention to the details of being
child-led and nature based really drew us in to the program. We



believe this type of learning is much needed in not just Yellow
Springs, but our society as a whole.

After experiencing multiple relocations due to facility issues outside
of their control, a home-based setting o ers the kind of continuity
and stability that is especially important for young children. | believe
this is extremely important in your consideration. | believe this is
reasonable and small scale enough that it will not impact the
neighbors or neighborhood in any negative ways. Most importantly,
it will give the children routine, familiarity and consistency.

| understand that neighbors in the area of the proposed location
may have concerns. Reasonable conditions can address practical
concerns. In my experience, Open Air Village has been operated
thoughtfully and responsibly. The broader community benkt to
families and children is substantial.

| respectfully urge the Zoning Comssion to approve thvariance and
allow Open Air Village to continuserving the children of this
community.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Jason + Esther Laveck
545 Fairfield Pike
Yellow Springs, OH 45387



Judy Kintner, Clerk of Council

From: Caryn Diamond <cfoxdiamond@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, April 7, 2026 5:53 PM

To: Judy Kintner, Clerk of Council

Subject: Support for Open Air Village

You don't often get email from cfoxdiamond@gmail.cdrearn why this is important

Dear Judy,

I'm writing this letter in supportof Nicole and Bryan Gay's business, Open Air Village child care, to
operate from their home on President St. | have wked for Nicole and Bryan since they opened OAV in
2020. | have witnessed a level of professionalism antbmpassion in their interactions with the children
that they care for, the employees, the parents, aththe community as a whole in Yellow Springs. They
strive to keep their employers continually educated irthe child care field, they work tirelessly to make
sure they are following licensing rules, and they offeparenting events and clases to the community. It
has not been a walk in the park for them on the Aotth campus. They were met with set back after set
back in terms of their space- leakng roofs time and again to name the primary concern. Nevertheless,
they persevered and left the space a better place #n when they arrived- they planted native plant
species around the play areas and took down invasige Their commitment toa child's well being in a
natural environment is evident in that they have ben recognized for the past two years as excellent
outdoor educators by other local Dayton outdoor eduation organizations. This year they have won the
"Five Rivers Metroparks 2026 OUTstaim Teacher of the Year" award. The reasons they are recognized
as the excellent educators that they are is becausthey are sincere and good people doing good for our
village. There will be a plan in place to ensure saig traffic flow, and parking making things as least
disruptive as possible.Nicole and Bryan are true exemplars ahe kind of people we want in our
community. May we all be so lucky to haveuch kind and concientious neighbors.

Thank you for your time,
Caryn Diamond



Judy Kintner, Clerk of Council

From: Chelsey Harlow <chelseyllharlow@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, April 8, 2026 10:52 AM

To: Judy Kintner, Clerk of Council

Subject: OAV

You don't often get email from chelseyllharlow@gmail.cbearn why this is important

Hello Ms. Kintner,

I’m writing to you on behalf of Nicole & Bryd@ay & their plans to moveAYV to their residential
property. | am not a current neighbor to the Gays dowill not personally be affed¢ed by this, however | am
a previous attendant to their village. My daugletr attended OAV in 202314 & 2024/25 & | cannot say
enough about the positive impact they are making oour children. My daughter loved attending school
with them & thoroughly enjoyed all the outdoor time& classroom without walls. It was always a pleasure
walking up & hearing the laughter & squeals of hapmhildren! The original OAV location was also in a
heavy traffic/pedestrian area on a more narrow streetjue to cars able to park on both sides of street,
and the Wellness Center. Often times when | was droppg/picking up my daughter | wid have to yield
pedestrians & oncoming traffic between parked cars crosswalks. Never was there any issues or
problems or ever a back up of traffic/cars. The Gayare proposing for 12 children which is significantly
less than when my daughter attended, which means meh less traffic. If there were no issues before,
there definitely will not be with less children attendirg & no wellness center or parked cars to yield. |
would not be taking the time to wrieé on OAV’s behalf if | did not hav&ull confidence in their ability to
bring a beautiful classroom wherever they are! Nicol& Bryan’s love for what they do shines bright & |
have confidence the community will see this as wellThank you for taking time to hear my voice.

Chelsey Harlow



Judy Kintner, Clerk of Council

From: aida merhemic <aidamerhemic@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, April 8, 2026 11:31 AM

To: Judy Kintner, Clerk of Council

Subject: Open Air preschool

You don't often get email from aidamerhemic@gmail.caearn why this is important

Dear Clerk of Council,

As a neighbor of the proposed preschool on Presidei@t we wanted to let you know we are in support of
their application for conditional use. We have livedere, in the neighborhood, since the early 90's, what
has been lacking is children growing up here. Thamgoodness for the Antioch School across the way. The
sound of active children delightingin being outside and making education an adventure is vital to our
children, to our community and maybe even to the world at large.

We imagine and hope for the same for the children auing at Open Air. The proposed site is spacious,
has substantial interior and exterior space and seem like it will easily accanmodate the interests and
needs of the 6-12 kids enrolled there, witbut intruding on the immediate neighbors.

The Gays are offering another local educationgportunity to families, our community and most
importantly to our young children!! We ae wholeheartedly in support of that.

Aida Merhemic and Bob Barcus
1310 Rice Rd
YSO



Judy Kintner, Clerk of Council

From: Emily Foubert <fouberte@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, April 8, 2026 5:09 PM
To: Judy Kintner, Clerk of Council
Subject: Open Air Village Zoning Request

You don't often get email from fouberte@gmail.cobearn why this is important

To whom it may concern,

I’m writing today to give my resoundig support for Open Air Village to open their doors on President St. |
grew up just around the corner in the neighborhood anid is such a beautiful place to grow up. It's a quiet
and safe neighborhood with so much wildlife to eplore and soak up. The children will benefit greatly
from the space. | love hearing children’s laughter aming from their current lccation on Antioch College
campus. My childhood neighborhood would be luck to have the presence of those same children.

| don’t know anyone more community minded thamicole and Bryan to bring this forward. They have
done such painstaking work to makesure that they communicate witheveryone involved on the process
and procedures, and are willing to work with anyone isuch a thoughtful manner. Without a doubt I know
that they will be good stewards of the land anthe neighborhood. Their steady, caring, and passionate
personalities, along with their values of communitysupport, and service make them more than suited to
receive an approval from the zoning commission.

All the best,

Emily Foubert
(937) 475-2759
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From: Trent Kline

To: Judy Kintner, Clerk of Council
Subject: Attn: Judy Kintner RE: Zoning Variance on President St.
Date: Thursday, April 9, 2026 1:56:58 PM

You don't often get email from kline.trent@gmail.conbearn why this is important
Dear Clerk of Council,

| am writing in support of the Open Air Village Conditional Use application to allow a Group
Daycare facility for up to 12 children at 1333 President Street. Open Air Village is an award
winning daycare center that has undergone significant hardship over the past year as to where
they conduct business. Open Air Village provides a friendly environment for children to learn
through play based education. Play based education has been heavily researched, and its
efficacy has been proven in early childhood education. Personally, two of my children have
gone through Pre-School and Pre-K at Open Air Village and have moved onto traditional
schooling with great success. My third child is currently enrolled at Open Air, and we have
seen her vocal and social skills blossom substantially since her enroliment.

Nicole and Bryan Gay have extensive experience in childhood education, dating back to even
before they opened Open Air Village. They are incredibly kind and caring people, always
willing to work with families to figure out a situation that works best in each case. They have
shown a tremendous amount of resilience over their careers and throughout the life of Open
Air Village. They have been displaced by previous landlords and faced many hardships, but
they always focus on families, children, and community first when coming to solutions.

It is my understanding that Nicole and Bryan have reached out to those in the village who

have started a petition in opposition to this application to discuss the plan and try to come to

an agreement on what would work best for everyone. It is also my understanding that there has
been no response to this outreach. There has been no willingness from those in opposition to
this plan to come together and discuss the viewpoints from the petition with Nicole or Bryan.
This petition uses over the top language in an attempt to paint Open Air Village in an
unflattering, and untrue, fashion. | will address the complaints in the petition.

Traffic: This application is for approval to operate a group daycare facility for up to 12

children. Without this application, Open Air Village will still be able to operate with 6

children. The children get dropped off at school and picked up. The address on President
Street has a large half circle driveway where cars can pull in and park to drop off and pick up
children. Cars will not need to be street parked, and will only be at the location for a few
minutes twice a day. The complaint in the petition grossly inflates these numbers in an attempt
to scare local residents into complying with their viewpoint.

Pedestrian Safety: Again, cars will be able to pull into a driveway and park to pick up

children. It seems highly unlikely, based on parents' schedules and housing locations, that all
twelve children will be picked up and dropped off at exactly the same time. The speed limit on
both Allen Street and President street is 25 miles per hour. As in any case with pedestrians or
bikers on a residential street, it is the driver's responsibility to ensure that they go around
safely. President street is wide enough for a pedestrian to stand on the side of the street while
the vehicle moves around them safely.

Noise: Open Air Village is an outdoor focused education center, that much is true. The



location on President Street has a large backyard for children to play in, with a significal
number of trees and bushes to block some of the sound. Children make noise, but they are
much quieter than leaf blowers, construction equipment, lawn mowers, barking dogs, or a
multitude of other things that happen in these neighborhoods on a daily basis. Open Air

Village also operates on a schedule. There are set times each day that could be provided to the
neighborhood residents (if they were willing to actually speak with Nicole and Bryan Gay) to
communicate what times the children will be outside.

Property Values: The location for this application is a lovely home, and the outdoor focused
education provides opportunities for Nicole and Bryan and the children to develop the outdoor
space further with a variety of beautiful plants. This property is not undergoing any kind of
construction project or anything else that would negatively impact the home value. Lastly, this
property is in Yellow Springs. Yellow Springs is one of the most desirable neighborhoods in
the area (for families or otherwise) and the current property values reflect that statement. An at
home daycare facility is not going to change that fact.

Yellow Springs broadcasts itself as a welcoming place that is inclusive to all. Open Air

Village attracts parents of like minded attitudes to bring their children to Yellow Springs to
learn and grow in a caring and inclusive environment. When evaluated on merit, the petition
against this application does not stand up to logic. All of this could be easily solved by some
face to face communication between both parties, rather than this "Not In My Back Yard"
petition. Denying this application WILL lead to hardships for local families as childcare costs
grow more expensive and inclusive, progressive education centers become harder and harder
to find.

Finally, I am fully in support of this application. | strongly believe that this program will be a
resounding success, and that it will not negatively impact the neighborhood. Please support
families and allow this award winning outdoor education program to move forward.

Thank you,
Trent Kline



To: Judy Kitner, Clerk of Council
Further support for Open Air Village:

My hope is that, even if neighbors feel the preschool will make some
changes on their street, they will see that the value of having a preschool
like Open Air Village in Yellow Springs far outweighs any convenience.

Nancy Lineburgh

Form music teacher for Open Air Village
lineburgh@gmail.com

(330)6180892




To: Judy Kitner, Clerk of Council

| am writing in support of Open Air Village mang to the property at 1333 President Street.
This property appears to be the perfect solion for keeping the amazing preschool Nicole
and Bryan Gay have developed in Yellow Springs. The philosophy of the school certainly
aligns with the community spirit of the town. Not many properties would provide the kind
of outdoor experience Open Air Village has beeproviding for its students where they were
located in the Sontag-Fels building.

Nicole and Bryan are responsible people. They have provided solutions for the ica
problem neighbors are fearing by staggering éhschedule for the students and choosing a
property with a circular driveway.

| can attest to the fact that the noise gerated by the children will not be a problem. |
taught music classes at the Sontag-Fels location. After | would park and be walking toward
the building past the play yard, | often wondered if school had been cancelled because |
really didn’t hear the children who were playingthey were so quiet. The children are busily
engaged in activities at Open Air Village.

Although I no longer live in Yellow Spgs, my property was on Allen Street near the
proposed President Street location. If | still lived in the neighborhood, | would be in full
support of having the preschool nearby.

This President Street property seems te the best solution that will allow Open Air
Village to continue to provide a superior gschool for children in the community. | hope
that the community and the council will see tre value in doing what they can to support
Open Air Village by approving the necessary zoning for the President Street property so it
can operate as a small, but very important and special preschool option for Yellow Springs.

Nancy Lineburgh

Formerly of 202 Allen Street, Yellow Springs
Currently of 6010 Buckboard Lane, Solon, OH 44139
lineburgh@gmail.com

(330)618-0892




Judy Kintner, Clerk of Council

From: Liz Cameron <lizlasleycameron@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, April 9, 2026 11:49 AM

To: Judy Kintner, Clerk of Council

Subject: Letter to support OAV

You don't often get email from lizlasleycameron@gmail.coearn why this is important

To whom it may concern:
I am writing to support the Open Air Village moving their daily operations to their home on President Street.

Nicole and Bryan believe deeply in this community and value connections with their neighbors; they've taught
me a lot about what it means to be a part of this village. They support others and constantly consider the needs
of the people around them, so | have no doubt that Nicole and Bryan will bring this same conscientious spirit of
neighborliness to their home-based preschool.

My daughter was lucky enough to attend OAV for two years of preschool and then aftercare during
kindergarten. Thanks to the generous and loving environment Nicole and Bryan created at OAV, my daughter
thinks of them as part of the family. They've done more than just run a preschool and childcare; they’'ve
nurtured a thriving community that positively impacts the kids, but also connects parents and strengthens our
sense of community in Yellow Springs as a whole.

As a resident on the south side of town, | walk on President street almost every single day. | would have every
reason to be concerned and personally affected if there were traffic increases in that area. | do not, however,
have concerns about the traffic that would accompany the addition of OAV on that street. It sounds like the
new OAV home-based model is limited to 12 kids, which won't lead to a level of traffic that would threaten the
peaceful nature of President Street and the surrounding area.

I know there is concern about noise levels and | can sympathize with that concern, but | would not expect there
to be any significant noise issues associated with OAV’s programming. First, 12 kids playing on an acre-sized
lot is not going to create a cacophony of noise that would disrupt the tranquility of the neighborhood. Secondly,
nature-based learning doesn’t lend itself to the eruptions of energy often heard on playgrounds from traditional
seat-bound school children, running off to play with an explosion of stored up energy after spending hours
sedentary in a seat. In contrast, OAV students are nature-nourished and much more regulated due to the fact
they are able to more actively and consistently explore their environment and feed their curiosities throughout
the learning day.

It would be a shame to lose this nature-based learning opportunity in Yellow Springs and | know Nicole and
Bryan have been struggling to find a permanent location. The President street house offers the appropriate
indoor space (the walkout basement) and large lot needed for a home-based preschool.

Open Air Village has become an important part of what makes the Yellow Springs community so special.
Allowing Nicole and Bryan to run this program from their home gives us the chance to keep them here in
Yellow Springs and continue to enrich our community for many years to come.

Sincerely,
Liz Cameron
Resident of Miami Drive,Yellow Springs



Dear Members of the Village Council,

We are writing to express our wholehearted support for the proposed relocation of Open Air
Village to 1333 President St., Yellow Springs. Open Air is an invaluable cornerstone of the
Yellow Springs community, fostering a lovef outdoor education and providing a safe,
nurturing environment for our community’s children.

Our family joined Open Air Village in June, 2025. Our son, Magnus, attended four days a
week for the 10 week summer session and loved ew minute. It wasn’t a matter of “am |
going to school today?” Magnus would, and still continues to, ask if he “gets to go to Open
Air today?” The variety of activities, planng outings, and close knit community are alll
reasons Magnus has thrived and enjoyed OpeAir so much. Magnus has continued to
attend Open Air on Mondays throughout the 2025-2026 school year, supplementing his
public preschool. Mondays are his favorite day of the week. We are planning to enroll our
youngest son, Augustus, for the upcoming summer session along with Magnus.

We believe that Open Air Village has positivelghaped the lives of Mangus and his Open Air
friends. We sincerely hope that Nicole and Bryan are given the opportunity to continue to
provide their above-and-beyond preschool at the new location. Our kids are certainly
looking forward to seeing Miss Nicole and Mr. Bryan at Open Air Village in June!

Thank you for your time,

Lesley & Mark Obstalecki



Judy Kintner, Clerk of Council

From: Heather McGee <herobi87@gmail.com>

Sent: Thursday, April 9, 2026 7:48 AM

To: Judy Kintner, Clerk of Council

Subject: Fwd: Support for Open Air Village Conditional Use Request

You don't often get email from herobi87@gmail.cdmarn why this is important

Dear Ms. Kintner,
| am writing to express my strong support fahe conditional use request for Open Air Village.

Our family has firsthand experience with the programand it has been one of the most meaningful early
childhood experiences we've had. The approach—agered on outdoor learning, exploration, and
relationships—builds confidence, independence, and a gauine love of learning in a way that is hard to
replicate in traditional settings.

We are hoping to continue with the program for our ymger child, which is why this matters so much to
us.

Beyond our personal experience, Open Air Villagdls an important need in the Yellow Springs
community. It offers a thoughtful, developmentallyappropriate early childhood program that supports
children socially, emotionally, and physically—not just academically. Programs like this are not easy to
find, and families actively seek them out.

| also want to respectfully address concerns abouteighborhood impact. In my experience, families in
the program are conscientious and respectful. Drop-offand pick-up are structured and occur at specific
times, and | have never observed them to create cmestion or safety concerns. This is a small, well-
managed program—not one that brings ongoing traffic or disruption.

Most importantly, Open Air Village adds to the charaer of Yellow Springs. It reflects the values that
make this community unique—connectian, education, and respect for children and the natural world. It
IS not a nuisance; it is an asset.

| strongly encourage you to suppud this request so that families like ours—and many others—can
continue to benefit from this program.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,

Thank you,

Heather McGee
937-215-8460
herobi87@gmail.com







From: Kelly Carpe

To: Judy Kintner, Clerk of Council

Subject: Support for Open Air Village conditional use zoning approval
Date: Wednesday, April 8, 2026 11:05:07 PM

Hello,

| am writing to give support to Open Air Village in their appeal for conditional zoning

approval to operate an in-home daycare on their new property. Bryan and Nicole Gay are
extraordinary business owners and community members, on top of being outstanding
caregivers to the village children that are lucky enough to attend Open Air Village. Having
OAV available when | needed care for my young daughter allowed me to support my
household as a single parent in Yellow Springs.

Bryan and Nicole are incredibly responsible, and | am sure that whatever concerns neighbors
may have will be fully addressed by them. OAV will be a welcome addition to any
neighborhood in Yellow Springs.

Thank you,
Kelly (and Mira!) Carpe



From: Tiffany Ward

To: Judy Kintner, Clerk of Council
Subject: Open Air Village Letter
Date: Wednesday, April 8, 2026 7:53:38 PM

You don't often get email from wardta98@gmail.coniearn why this is important
To Whom It May Concern,

| have been teaching at Open Air for five years, and I've continued working there due to the
amazing community of staff and families. It truly is a village of people coming together with a
common goal of helping this next generation be caring and thoughtful people.

Each day, | get to witness children busy with their work (also known as "play"). To give just a
few examples, they explore physics concepts while cooperatively building obstacle courses;
they express themselves through numerous art mediums, such as loose parts, paint, chalk,
mud, etc.; and they engage with our natural environment as they hunt for and count monarch
caterpillars in the pollinator garden. Each year, | get to see the class transform from people
who've never met to people who are thrilled to see each other every day and who go out of
their way to look after one another.

Seeing as there's often a wait list to get into this school, Open Air Village is clearly a valued
part of Yellow Springs, as well as the many other towns that people are coming from to be a
part of this special place. And | ask you, what better way to grow up than to have a place
where you can learn to appreciate the environment that you are a part of, and where you can
love and be loved by those around you?



From: Laryssa Ingebo-Blanzy

To: Judy Kintner, Clerk of Council

Cc: openairvillage@gmail.com

Subject: Attn: Judy Kintner - Re: Conditional Use Request - President St.
Date: Thursday, April 9, 2026 12:31:46 PM

Attachments: Outlook-gjgbca5v.png

You don't often get email from rootedinritual@outlook.com. Learn why this is important

Dear Members of the Zoning Board,

| am writing as a parent in strong support of the proposed home-based childcare
program led by Nicole and Brian Gay.

Our family has already experienced this program firsthand, as our child has been
enrolled since the beginning of this past school year. What began as a thoughtful and, at
times, nerve-wracking decision to send our child to school for the first time has become
something we are deeply grateful for. Because of the care, intention, and environment
Nicole and Brian have created, we are not only confident in our choice—we fully intend
to send our second child as well.

Their program is intentionally small, relationship-centered, and rooted in a deep
understanding of early childhood development. Their outdoor, play-based approach
fosters resilience, emotional regulation, creativity, and confidence. This is not a high-
volume or disruptive model and is deeply intentional in its design.

| would like to respectfully address the concerns that have been raised regarding traffic
and safety. What stands out to me is that Nicole and Brian have been proactive in
anticipating and addressing these concerns. At a recent parent meeting, they took the
time to walk us through potential neighborhood considerations—including traffic flow
and parking—and clearly outlined expectations for safe, respectful behavior.

As a family who lives on a south-side street frequently used as a cut-through, where
speeding is already a concern, we are highly attuned to these issues and share the
priority of keeping neighborhoods safe for children and all community members. It was
reassuring to see that this is a shared value. Furthermore, as a family who also lives and
moves through this very neighborhood daily, walking and biking with our children, we
share and deeply value the same low-traffic, low-noise, and safe environment that
neighbors are seeking to preserve. The families in this program are conscientious and
aware, and we have been given clear guidance to ensure that drop-offs and pick-ups are
handled responsibly. Nicole and Brian have proactively prepared transitions are
structured, staggered, and limited to specific windows during the day, ensuring that
there is no sustained congestion or disruption. This is a small program with thoughtful
procedures in place—not a high-traffic operation.



Having visited the proposed home space, | can also attest that it is exceptionally well
suited for this type of learning environment. This transition does not change the
character of the program—it strengthens it, allowing the environment to more fully
reflect the “home away from home” that Nicole and Brian have always intended to
create.

This program is also something quite unique and increasingly in demand among families
seeking a more connected, nature-based, and developmentally appropriate early
childhood experience. Rather than detracting from the neighborhood, it contributes to

its character—reflecting a community that values children, relationships, and thoughtful
education.

Nicole and Brian have demonstrated themselves to be responsible, collaborative, and
deeply invested in the wellbeing of both the children they serve and the broader
community. Their intention is not only to care for children, but to be a positive and
respectful presence within the neighborhood they are part of.

For these reasons, | strongly support the approval of this zoning request and respectfully
urge the board to allow this important work to continue.

Thank you for your time and consideration.
Sincerely,

Laryssa Ingebo-Blanzy




